
September 17, 2021
Swati Rastogi
Planner, Bonner County Planning Department 
1500 Highway 2, Suite 208
Sandpoint, ID 83864

REFERENCE: SS0003-21 & SS0004-21 Whiskey Jack Estates Phase I and II

Dear Swati Rastogi, 

We have reviewed SS00x-21 and SS0004-21 Whiskey Jack Estate Phase I and II applications 
and offer the following comments to reduce impacts to listed species and their habitat. 

Grizzly Bear: 

The proposed development area is in proximity to areas where grizzly bear may be present. The 
following recommendations should be taken to avoid conflict between people and bears:

1. Avoid storing residential garbage outside, bear-proof dumpsters should be used, and an 
adequate garbage collection system should be designed and implemented.

2. Residents should be informed on how to avoid attracting bears, raccoons and skunks. For 
instance, cleaning barbecue grills frequently, avoid leaving pet food outside, not 
distributing bird feed on the ground, and protecting compost piles and fruit trees.

3. DO NOT FEED BEARS. Bears that obtain human food, garbage or pet foods lose their 
natural fear of humans and can become dangerous. Bears that are habituated to these 
unnatural food sources can damage vehicles, tear into tents, cabins or barns, or 
aggressively approach people looking for food. Bears that continue to seek human food 
may require trapping and euthanization. Bears displaying behavior dangerous to people 
will require euthanization. This is an undesirable situation, as it is labor intensive and an 
unnecessary waste of wildlife

4. Bird seed or corn distributed on the ground may attract wild turkeys and waterfowl. This 
unnatural situation often increases the local waterfowl and turkey population, which 
frequently causes damage to private property and lea ds to human/wildlife conflicts. 
IDFG will not be responsible for property damage caused by waterfowl or wild turkeys, 
nor will the Department trap and remove birds that have become accustomed to being fed 
by residents.

5. Providing food (particularly sunflower seeds) for song birds during the summer months 
also attracts bears to feeders.   We recommend that residents do not feed song birds 
during the summer months. Bird feeders should be routinely cleaned to prevent the 
spread of disease.

Bull Trout:



Increasing eutrophication along the shoreline of Lake Pend Oreille as a result of non-point 
sources of excess nutrients reduces water quality for aquatic organisms like bull trout. The 
following recommendations will reduce impacts to water quality and bull trout and their critical 
habitat:

1. Apply fertilizers only when necessary and at the recommended amount.
2. Don't apply fertilizer before windy or rainy days.
3. Apply fertilizer as close as possible to the period of maximum uptake and growth for 

grass and other plants, which is usually spring and fall in cool climate, and early and late 
summer in warm climates.

4. Avoid applying fertilizer close to waterways.
5. Do not overwater lawns and garden; use a soaker hose, a porous hose that releases water 

directly to the ground, which can reduce overwatering that carries away fertilizers that 
would otherwise enrich lawns and gardens.

6. Fill fertilizer spreaders on a hard surface so that any spills can be easily cleaned up.
7. Properly store unused fertilizers and properly dispose of empty containers.
8. Incorporate best management practices, such as grassed swales, filter strips, or buffer 

strips on your property to control and temporarily store stormwater runoff.
9. Incorporate best management practices, such as grassed swales, filter strips, or buffer 

strips on your property to control and temporarily store stormwater runoff.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

For more information contact Cara Christofferson of Idaho Fish and Wildlife Office Coeur 
d’Alene at cara_christofferson@fws.gov. 
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