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Property Rights
Consider this additional language under “policies” (these were recently adopted
in Kootenai County)
“Avoid reductions in land use intensity (called “down-zoning”) in any County
initiated zoning map or development code text amendments, with the exceptions
being a property owner’s voluntary agreement to a change, or if there is a clear,
useful and significant public purpose. The need for map and text amendments
should either remedy existing nonconformities or at least not create new ones.”
Bonner County is not starting with a clear slate. Investments, plans, and
expectations have been made on existing zoning designations. Without a clear
and significant public purpose, as it relates to health, safety, and general welfare,
those current property rights should not be infringed.
“Remedy existing nonconformities and avoid creating new nonconformities by
adopting appropriate land use regulations.”
This language is straight forward, it makes no sense in creating additional
nonconforming parcels. And discourages “down-zoning” unless for clear
significant public purposes.

Land Use
Consider this under “policies”, As it is instructional language directly from LLUPA,
Title 67-6502(E)
“Encourage the protection of prime agricultural, forestry and mining lands for
production of food, fibre, and minerals.”
From 67-6508 E
“Land use designations will be assigned based on an analysis of natural land types,
existing land covers and uses, and the intrinsic suitability of lands for uses such as
agriculture, forestry, mineral exploration and extraction, preservation, recreation,
housing, commerce, industry, and public utilities.

Natural Resources
Consider adding what is in red below, to the proposed “Objectives”
“Bonner County values its productive agricultural lands, forests, and mines, its
fisheries, wildlife and wetlands, and will provide measures to protect and
maintain these natural features.”
Under “Policies”
“Productive farmland, and timberland, and mines, shall be identified and
protected from adverse effects of adjoining developments.”
Reason for adding this language.
As shown from 67-6502 and 67-6508, it is instructional to protect not only
agriculture and forestry, but mining as well. Also see Bonner County Resolution
#18-29. “Mining- Mining production in the County contributes to the livelihood
and wellbeing of many of its residents and contributes significantly to its
economy. The County must strive to protect its mining heritage. This heritage
includes small and large commercial operations. The County must protect the
vital natural resources that are necessary to keep these enterprises in operation.”

