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�����������cZZYd��ctZjr�]̂[ZZWZf�iYe[djkYZj� SQ0==8=1>T<==.7U<D=9P8?:1<A¡��¢£¤¥��ytY_a[r\�Xt̂r���\��������¦���]§��̈��]Vi� ©ªF?-8=>S;?,:8?0;<:1<A¡«�¬cdjh_WaY�mWdY�iW_jdWbj���d[a�§WocZ� T-899<=>=<79;/8?.@87.:<71¡«���W_j[



���������	�
���������������������������� �!"#����������$�%%	�&���%�����''��'���'����������������� ()*��+�,#��#)�-.�/��0�����1�0�����2���3��*+����������4��56���6���7���'� �(8���#0�09�0�()*��+�,#��-.�4�66��:��5���6���7���'� �;��9�<�=�#9%����>�?�>8+9����������@67���A�BB����@B���7�'��� �,CD���3�#�1�>)C0�����4����������B����7�E��7�5��'��� �F,
;���/�22	�!++�2�0���������66���B��7����7�5��'��� �F,
;��!9�2�G��9��#)H��I7���:��7����4��7����7�5��'��� �F,
;���>#)*�++��;#)*2�0��J��5�66�����5��B��7����7�5��'��� �K���2�0L>���#?����������5�����B��7:'��7�5��'��� �M(�G#�*�<�
#+9+#N��(��"#)������*�#�	���*0��0�K8%*���OPQ�7�5���B�@6�����B��E@�����:���'����RST���66����5�A����B���6�@7���� �����2	�%�#22����������5��4�����4�6�BB�B'����� �(U�1�;���%#������������'��A�BB����@B���7�'����VWXYZS[T�!%�0)	�$��\�)�;�"#�U�;�]8�����G#+��(̂^̂_�̀̀�abc�defgchidjck�dllmnodpnfi�bdq�ecci�qrejnppck�pf�pbc�sfiict�ufripv�wmdiinix�ycldtpjcip�zftltfocqqnix{�wmcdqc�tcgnc|�pbc�dllmnodpnfi�tcmdpngc�pf�vfrt�dxciov}q�dtcd�fz�c~lctpnqc�dik�niomrkc�div�tcofjjcikckofiknpnfiq�fz�dlltfgdm�dik�qrllftpnix�ofkc�qcopnfiq{�wmcdqc�qcc�dppdobck�zft�kcpdnmq{�abdi��vfr�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  ¡¢£¤¤¤¥¦§§¢̈ ©ª«¬®¬¬̄°±²±¬°³́¢µ²ª¶²±·̧«¹�ºº»¼



Keeping Idaho’s Wildlife Heritage 
 

Equal Opportunity Employer • 208-769-1414 • Fax: 208-769-1418 • Idaho Relay (TDD) Service:  1-800-377-3529 • https://idfg.idaho.gov 

 
 

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 
PANHANDLE REGION Brad Little / Governor 
2885 West Kathleen Avenue Ed Schriever / Director 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho  83815 
 

July 28, 2022 
 
 
 
 
Swati Rastogi, Planner  
Bonner County Planning Department 
1500 Highway 2, Suite 208 
Sandpoint, ID 83864 
 
 REFERENCE:  S0005-22 Valiant, LLC – Golden Tee Estates 13th Addition 
 
Dear Swati: 
 
We have reviewed the above-named application requesting a preliminary plat creating 11 residential lots 
ranging in size from 0.466 to 2.768 acres with one open space (1.482 acres) tract in accordance with an 
already approved PUD (C832-05). The property is zoned recreation. The purpose of these comments is to 
assist the decision-making authority by providing technical information addressing potential effects on 
wildlife and wildlife habitat and how any adverse effects might be mitigated.  
 
This area was identified as moose, elk and white-tailed deer critical habitat by Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game (IDFG 2002) and was distinguished in the Bonner County Comprehensive Plan prior to 
development of Golden Tee Estates and the golf course. While this area has been rurally developed, the 
Pack River Delta and its many wetlands continue to provide critical wildlife habitat for many native species. 
Additionally, the Department routinely performs habitat enhancements within the neighboring Pend Oreille 
Wildlife Management Area.  
 
Each new rural subdivision displaces wildlife and permanently reduces the capability of Bonner County to 
support future wildlife populations. The following suggestions, if implemented where applicable, will 
reduce but not ameliorate impacts to wildlife from this proposal. Unfortunately, other proposals in this area 
will likely follow in the future, leading to additional cumulative impacts to the County’s wildlife 
populations. 
 
The application indicates a total of 11 single family residences and one 1.482 acre open space. The 20 acre 
plat consists of a forested hill top with a few open meadows and moderate to steep slopes. The Pack River 
Delta is directly downslope to the east of the proposed project. 
 
The nearby Pack River, along with Lake Pend Oreille have been designated as critical habitat for the 
threatened Bull Trout by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. Bull trout depend on cool, clean water 
and use the Pack River as a corridor to their spawning areas. Additionally, native Westslope cutthroat trout 
and Gerrard rainbow trout from Lake Pend Oreille use the Pack River for spawning. Both Bull Trout and 
rainbows support a world class trout fishery in Lake Pend Oreille.  Wetlands provide a buffer from 
disturbance to help keep waters clean and ameliorate negative impacts to these waters. 
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The stormwater management plan included with the application seems sufficient for preventing negative 
downslope water quality affects from road construction.  Thus, we are concerned about the overall effects 
of the development. Because of the steep slopes on most of the lots, it appears that a significant amount of 
cut and fill will be required to create suitable building envelopes. We recommend that all current and up to 
date BMP’s for erosion and stormwater management be strictly adhered to during lot development, and that 
stormwater management plans be required as a condition on the building permit for each lot. Additionally, 
retention of mature, native trees, shrubs, and grasses on downslope areas will create natural erosion buffers. 
 
This area is still heavily used by big game and other sensitive wildlife species and according to the IFWIS 
wildlife vehicle collision database, wildlife-vehicle collisions are occurring in the area on Highway 2. 
Subdivision development in rural areas will likely increase traffic and contribute directly to injury and 
mortality of numerous birds, reptiles, amphibians, small mammals, deer and turkeys from vehicle collisions. 
Further development in the area may increase this hazard to both big game and drivers. 
 
Deer may remain abundant in a development where they are not hunted and may also increase in number 
if residents feed them, which will increase the damage to home landscaping. Deer, elk, and moose will 
browse ornamental trees and other decorative vegetation that has not been protected. The damage these 
animals cause to residential landscaping can be expensive to repair. IDFG is not responsible for depredation 
of residential ornamental plants, etc. by moose, elk or deer.  
 
Mountain lions and/or black bears may enter subdivisions; resulting in losses of domestic animals or 
damage to private property (e.g., BBQs, composters, garbage cans). Residents should be aware that it is 
their responsibility to protect pets and property. Increased development in this area further increases the 
potential for human/bear encounters that can be harmful to people or bears.  
 
Keeping the fire suppression plan included in the application packet in mind, with public safety and 
protection of property being paramount, we recommend that the applicant and homeowners retain as much 
standing timber (including dead snags) and natural vegetation (including shrubs) as practicable in 
designated open space. Mid-story vegetation (shrubs) not only provides nesting habitat for many bird 
species, it also provides cover for small mammals, such as snowshoe hare, as well as hiding and resting 
cover for deer, wild turkey and upland game birds (pheasant, quail, etc.).  Coniferous forests provide 
protection, shelter, and food for many species of wildlife. Snags are an important component of the forest 
structure that provide denning, nesting, roosting and foraging sites for many wildlife species, as well as 
nutrients for the soil as they breakdown and decay. Several species of amphibians and reptiles are dependent 
on snags and downed logs for dens and food. Many insectivorous birds, bats and other mammals that help 
control forest pests use snags and downed logs for homes and foraging habitat. Research indicates that 
many insects are kept at low levels by these species. For example, one bat can consume about 420 
mosquitoes and other insects in an hour and bats typically feed for several hours a night. Additionally, there 
are numerous bird species that feed on insects, such as woodpeckers, bluebirds, purple martins, and 
swallows just to name a few. Some of these species are cavity nesters and some require dense vegetation 
to build and conceal their nests.  
 
Both IDFG and the Hidden Lakes PUD CC&R’s suggests trying to group building sites as much as possible 
to maintain travel corridors and open spaces for wildlife. Furthermore, the open space should be configured 
in large, continuous patches rather than many small patches. This landscape arrangement typically provides 
a greater benefit to wildlife. Ultimately, how the open space is managed will dictate its habitat value.  
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Retaining mature, native trees, shrubs, and snags in the open spaces leaving “wild” areas, no matter how  
small, is highly encouraged to provide cover, food, resting areas, nesting sites, perching sites, etc. for a 
diverse group of indigenous wildlife.  
 
As the amount of suburban development in the area continues to grow, we have seen an increase in the 
number of deer and elk caught in fencing. Wrought-iron fences have proven particularly hazardous to deer 
in suburban areas, with adults impaled on fence spikes and fawns trapped between bars. This can be 
disturbing to residents, may damage property, and creates an undue burden on IDFG staff resources. The 
PUD CC&R’s discourage fencing, but if perimeter fencing cannot be avoided, we recommend wildlife-
friendly fencing (such as post and rail) that allows animals to move through unrestricted. Woven wire and 
chain link fencing can result in entanglement and injury to deer and elk. Exclusion fencing (e.g., chain link 
with slats, wood slat) is recommended for smaller areas, such as gardens or pet runs. Wildlife friendly 
fencing guides are available online from NRCS, Arizona Game & Fish, and Montana Fish Wildlife and 
Parks. 
 
To conclude, at some level wildlife will be permanently displaced with conversion of forest to subdivisions. 
While the habitat, biodiversity, and populations of wildlife are currently common in this area, continued 
development at the current pace and scale, especially in critical habitat areas, will permanently change the 
amount and arrangement of wildlife within Bonner County.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
     Carson Watkins 
     Regional Supervisor 
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