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Please accept the attached document as an official written statement regarding the public hearing for File S0005-24 Bahia
Del Sol 2" Addition.

Tammy Miller, Fire Administrator
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Proudly Serving the Sagle & Westside Fire Districts

May 7th, 2025

TO: Bonner County Planning Department
FROM: Jeff Armstrong, Fire Chief

RE: Agency Comments — Bahai Del Sol, File S0005-24

As the Fire Chief of Sagle Fire District {Selkirk), | am writing to express our concerns regarding
the proposed subdivision in the rural setting of Sagle (Bottle Bay Road). While we understand
the need for development and expansion, it is crucial to continue to monitor such development
and ensure it is sustainable. It is also critical to address the potential fire safety issues that may
arise in such a setting. In Bonner County we are severely lacking in public safety resources to
continue development at this rate. | have and will continue to express those concerns.
However, | will provide an objective review and comments to this project (subdivision).

The following summarize my concerns and/or address our requirements:

1 Access and Egress: One of our primary concerns is the accessibility of the subdivision for
emergency vehicles. Rural areas often have narrow, winding roads that can hinder the
movement of fire trucks and ambulances. It is essential to ensure that the roads within the
subdivision are wide enough and properly maintained to allow for quick and efficient access and
egress during emergencies. This is why the MLD exception can be so concerning. It will be a
requirement that these roadways meet the requirements of the 2018 International Fire Code to
include turnarounds. More information on our ‘Fire Access Requirements’ can be found on our

website.

2. Water Supply: Adequate water supply is vital for firefighting operations and will be
required. We recommend coordination with Mountain Springs Water Corp. for the installation
of sufficient fire hydrants and ensuring of a reliable water source to support firefighting efforts.

3. Firebreaks and Vegetation Management: Rural areas are often surrounded by dense
vegetation, which can pose a significant fire hazard. It is important to create firebreaks and
implement vegetation management practices to reduce the risk of wildfires spreading to or
from the subdivision. Regular maintenance and clearance of flammable materials should occur

to ensure the safety of residents.
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4. Building Materials and Construction: The choice of building materials and construction
methods can greatly impact fire safety. We advise using fire-resistant materials and
incorporating fire safety features such as fire alarms in the construction of homes and buildings
within the subdivision. More information on construction features and materials, advisable in
the WUI (Wildland Urban Interface) can be found on our website.

8 Emergency Response Plans: Developing and implementing comprehensive emergency
response plans is crucial for the safety of residents. These plans should include evacuation
routes, designated safe zones, and communication protocols to ensure a coordinated response
in the event of a fire. This will continue to be a challenge in Bonner County as growth

continues, and infrastructure is not enhanced.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. We look forward to working with the
developer to ensure a safe project and one that does not jeopardize the safety and security of

our current residents.

leff Armstrong, Fire Chief
Encl.

cc. file, Sagle Fire District, Board of Fire Commissioners



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of this “Notice of Public Hearing” was digitally
transmitted or mailed (postage prepaid) on this 25th day of April 2025.

Jessica Montgomery, Hearing Coordinator

This notice was mailed to political subdivisions, property owners within 300 feet of the
subject property, and the media on Friday, April 25, 2025.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Bonner County Zoning Commission will hold a public hearing at
5:30 pm on Thursday May 22, 2025 in the Bonner County Administration Building, 1500 Highway 2,
Sandpoint, Idaho, by Zoom teleconference, and YouTube Livestream to consider the following request:

File S0005-24 Bahia Del Sol 2" Addition The applicants are requesting to plat an approximately
6.77-acre lot into 23 residential lots. The property is zoned Suburban. The project is located off Bottle
Bay Road in Section 02, Township 56 North, Range 2 West, Boise-Meridian. The project proposes to be
served by Mountain Springs Water Corp for water services, Southside Water & Sewer District for sewer
services and Avista Utilities. The project is located within the Sagle Fire District.

For details regarding this application, Zoom teleconference, or YouTube livestream, visit the
Planning Department web site at www.bonnercountyid.gov/departments/Planning. Staff reports are
available online or may be viewed at the planning department approximately a week before the
scheduled hearing.

Written statements must be submitted to the planning department record no later than
seven (7) days prior to the public hearing. Written statements not exceeding one standard
letter sized, single spaced page may be submitted at the public hearing. Statements can be sent
to the Bonner County Planning Department at 1500 Highway 2, Suite 208, Sandpoint, Idaho
83864; faxed to 866-537-4935 or e-mailed to planning@bonnercountyid.gov. The referenced start
time stated above reflects the beginning of the hearing. Specific file start time and hearing duration

vary.

During the hearing for this application, the public will be given an opportunity to provide testimony
and/or evidence regarding how the proposal does or does not comply with the applicable approval
criteria of the Bonner County Revised Code. At the close of the public hearing, the governing body will
make a decision on the application that may include, but is not limited to, approval, denial, remand, or
continuance of the public hearing. Any person needing speciai accommodations to participate in the
public hearing should contact the Bonner County Planning Department at (208) 265-1458 at least 48
hours prior to the scheduled hearing.

If you have no comment or response, you may indicate below and return this form to the
Planning Department.

NO COMMENT
Name Date
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CURRENT ZONING DISTRIET IS SUBURBAN (S),

3: CURRENT LAND USE IS TRANSITION (<=2.5 AC).
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