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[EXT SENDER] RE: Bonner County Planning - SS0004-25 Agency Review - Short Plat -
Meadow Ridge Estates

1 message

Janna Brown <janna.brown@bonnercountyid.gov>

Horsmon,Merritt <merritt.horsmon@idfg.idaho.gov> Mon, Aug 25, 2025 at 3:02 PM
To: Bonner County Planning <planning@bonnercountyid.gov>

Hi Janna,

Please find corresponding Idaho Department of Fish and Game comments attached.

Thank you,

Merritt Horsmon

Regional Technical Assistance Manager
Panhandle Region

2885 W. Kathleen Ave.

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815

208.769.1414 office

208.251.4509 mobile

merritt.horsmon@idfg.idaho.gov

From: Bonner County Planning <planning@bonnercountyid.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, July 22, 2025 11:54 AM

To: Alan Brinkmeier <alan.brinkmeier@bonnercountyid.gov>; Amber Burgess <clerk@ebsewerdistrict.com>; Army Corps of
Engineers <CENWW-RD-CDA@usace.army.mil>; Avista Copr - Jay West <jay.west@avistacorp.com>; Avista Corp - Peggy
George <peggy.george@avistacorp.com>; Becky Meyer <becky.meyer@Iposd.org>; Bill Berg <billb@bbsewer.org>; Bonner
County Assessors <assessorsgroup@bonnercountyid.gov>; BONNER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MUSEUM
<DIRECTOR@bonnercountyhistory.org>; Brenna Garro <Brenna.Garro@oer.idaho.gov>; Bryan Quayle
<quaylelanduseconsulting@gmail.com>; Carrol Stejer <CASTEJER@gmail.com>; Bell, Chace
<Chace.Bell@idwr.idaho.gov>; Chief Debbie Carpenter <chief@spiritlakefire.com>; City of Clark Fork
<city@clarkforkidaho.org>; City of Dover <cityclerk@cityofdoveridaho.org>; City of East Hope Franck
<easthope.city@gmail.com>; City of Hope <hopecityclerk@gmail.com>; City of Oldtown <cityofoldtown@hotmail.com>; City
of Priest River <layers@priestriver-id.gov>; City of Sandpoint Planning <cityplanning@sandpointidaho.gov>;
cityclerk@spiritlakeid.gov; Clark Fork Fire Department <firedept@clarkforkidaho.org>; Colleen Johnson <CJohnson@
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kootenaiponderaysewerdistrict.org>; Coolin-Cavanaugh Bay Fire Protection District <coolinfirechief@gmail.com>; Craig Hill
<craighill@hillsresort.com>; D1Permits <D1Permits@itd.idaho.gov>; dbrown@idl.idaho.gov; Dan Scholz
<dan.scholz@nli.coop>; Dave Schuck <dave.schuck@bonnercountyid.gov>; Dean Davis <deandavis@sd83.org>; East Bonner
Library <Amanda@ebonnerlibrary.org>; East Priest Lake Fire District <eastpriestlakefd@gmail.com>; Erik Sjoquist
<esjoquist@idl.idaho.gov>; Federal Aviation Administration <Heather.pate@faa.gov>; Frankie Dunn
<Frankiejdunn@hotmail.com>; Fritz Broschet <outletbaysewer@gmail.com>; Garfield Bay Water and Sewer District Clerk
<garfieldbaywsd@hotmail.com>; Gavin Gilcrease <ggilcrease@sandpointidaho.gov>; Horsmon,Merritt
<merritt.horsmon@idfg.idaho.gov>; Dan Everhart <Dan.Everhart@ishs.idaho.gov>; DEQ Comments
<degcomments@deq.idaho.gov>; Independent Hwy Dist - Julie Bishop <ihdclerk@gmail.com>; Robert Beachler
<robert.beachler@itd.idaho.gov>; ITD - Stacy Simkins <stacy.simkins@itd.idaho.gov>; Jack Schenck
<Jack.schenck@vyvebb.com>; Jamie Brown <jamieb@inlandpower.com>; Janice Best <janicesb@televar.com>; Jason
Johnson <jason.johnson@bonnercountyid.gov>; Jason Kimberling <jason.kimberling@itd.idaho.gov>; Jeff Lindsey
<jeff.lindsey@bonnercountyid.gov>; Jessie Roe <BWSD637@gmail.com>; joekren@sd83.org; Jordan Brooks
<coolinsewer@gmail.com>; KayLeigh Miller <kImiller@ponderay.org>; kbsd sewer <kbsdpl@hotmail.com>; Ken Flint
<ken_flint@tcenergy.com>; Kenny Huston <kenny.huston@oer.idaho.gov>; Kim Hoodenpyle <kjh5345@gmail.com>; Kim
Spacek <kimspacek@sd83.org>; Kimberly Hobson <Kimberly.Hobson@itd.idaho.gov>; Laclede Water District
<info@lacledewaterdistrict.org>; Lakeland Joint School District #272 <cpursley@lakeland272.org>; Lisa Rosa
<hr@ebonnerlibrary.org>; Matt Diel <matt.diel@Iposd.org>; Midas Water <midaswatercorp@gmail.com>; Mike Ahmer
<mahmer@idl.idaho.gov>; Natural Resource Conservation Service - Greg Becker <greg.becker@id.usda.gov>; Navy - Glynis
Casey <glynis.casey@navy.mil>; North of the Narrows Fire District <northofthenarrowsfire@gmail.com>; Northern Lights
<kristin.mettke@nli.coop>; Northern Lights - Clint Brewing <clint.brewington@nli.coop>; Northside Water and Syringa Heights
Water Association <allwater49@outlook.com>; Oden Water Association - Carla Poelstra <odenwater@gmail.com>; Pend Oreille
Hospital District <kim.kichenmaster@bonnergeneral.org>; PHD <EHapplications@phd1.idaho.gov>; Priest Lake Public Library
District <plplibrary@hotmail.com>; Richard Hash <Rich.hash2022@gmail.com>; Road & Bridge - Matt Mulder
<matt.mulder@bonnercountyid.gov>; Ryan Zandhuisen <rzandhuisen@idl.idaho.gov>; Sagle Valley Water and Sewer District
<saglewatersewer@gmail.com>; Sagle Valley Water & Sewer District <markc@smartplugs.com>; Sam Owen Fire Rescue Sam
Owen Fire Rescue <sofd@wow-tel.net>; Sam Ross <sam.ross@nli.coop>; Sarah Gilmore <sgilmore@sandpointidaho.gov>;
School District 84 Transportation - James Koehler <james.koehler@I|posd.org>; SCHWEITZER FIRE DISTRICT
<SchweitzerFireDistrict@gmail.com>; Selkirk Association of Realtors <danielle@selkirkaor.com>; Selkirk Recreation District
<elgar@whoi.edu>; Sheryl Austin <granitereeder@gmail.com>; SOURDOUGH POINT OWNERS ASSOCIATION
<sourdoughpoint@hotmail.com>; Southside Water and Sewer <southsidewaterandsewer@swsdidaho.org>; Steve Elgar
<selgar@mac.com>; Superintendent School Dist 84 <kelly.fisher@lposd.org>; Symone.legg@itd.idaho.gov; TC Energy /
TransCanada <US_crossings@tcenergy.com>; Teresa Decker <Huckleberryhoa@gmail.com>; Teresa Decker
<huckbayutilities01@gmail.com>; Teresa Zamora <utilities@stoneridgeidaho.com>; Theresa Wheat
<theresa@kootenai.org>; Tim Ventress <chventresswplvfd@hotmail.com>; Timberlake Fire District
<Kwright@timberlakefire.com>; Tom Renzi <eplfdchief@gmail.com>; US Fish & Wildlife Services
<fw1idahoconsultationrequests@fws.gov>; West Bonner Library <meagan@westbonnerlibrary.org>; West Pend Oreille Fire
District <wpofd1@gmail.com>

Cc: David Fisher <david.fisher@bonnercountyid.gov>; Alexander Feyen <alexander.feyen@bonnercountyid.gov>

Subject: Bonner County Planning - SS0004-25 Agency Review - Short Plat - Meadow Ridge Estates

CAUTION: This email originated outside the State of Idaho network. Verify links and attachments BEFORE you click or
open, even if you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact your agency service desk with any concerns.

The above-named application has been submitted to the Bonner County Planning Department for processing.

Please review the application relative to your agency’s area of expertise and include any recommended conditions of approval and
supporting code sections. Please see attached for details.

Thank you,
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Janna Brown, Administrative Assistant III
Bonner County Planning Department

208-265-1458 ext - 1252

Now Live: Apply for Your Building Location Permit Online!

We’re making building easier! You can now apply for your Building Location Permit quickly and securely through our new citizen
online portal, available 24/7 from the comfort of your home or office. You can also apply on one of the kiosks provided in the Planning
Department office, located in the County Administrative Building, Suite 208.

Fast & easy application process
Track your permit status in real time
Upload documents directly

Visit https://bonnercountyid-energovweb.tylerhost.net/apps/selfservice#/home to get started today!

Online Application Guide

Effective July 1, 2025, all Building Location Permits must be applied for through the online citizen portal and we will no longer be
accepting applications sent via email or printed paper applications. Have questions? Call 208-265-1458, our team is ready to help.

Build smarter. Apply online.

ﬂ BC_SS0004-25_MeadowRidgeEstates.pdf
1739K
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IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF JFISH AND (G A V] I, 50000
PANHANDLE REGION Brad Little / Governor
2885 West Kathleen Avenue Jim Fredericks / Director
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83815

August 21, 2025

Bonner County Planning Department
1500 Highway 2, Suite 208
Sandpoint, ID 83864

REFERENCE: SS0004-25 — Meadow Ridge Estates

The Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) has reviewed the above-named application
proposing to divide one (1) approximately 25.80-acre parcel and one (1) approximately 93.160-
acre parcel into four (4) 10-acre lots with approximately 78-acres remaining. The area is Zoned
Rural 10 and Ag/Forest 10 and is located off of Wrenco Loop near Sandpoint. The purpose of
these comments is to assist the decision-making authority by providing technical information that
can be used to minimize fish and wildlife impacts.

Each new subdivision displaces wildlife, fragments habitat, restricts animal movements, and
permanently reduces the capability of Bonner County to support future wildlife populations. The
following suggestions, if implemented and included in covenants where applicable, will reduce
but not ameliorate impacts to wildlife from this proposal. Unfortunately, other proposals in this
area will likely follow in the future, leading to additional cumulative impacts to the County’s
wildlife populations.

Lots 1-4 are bisected by a small freshwater emergent wetland that appears to be in the form of a
small intermittent stream according to the USFWS National Wetlands Inventory Map. According
to Bonner County Code 12-731A a wetland reconnaissance by a wetland professional is required
to determine if in fact the area contains wetlands, and to more accurately delineate those
wetlands if present. If wetlands are located, IDFG recommends that Bonner County Code section
[2-733 be adhered to and minimum setbacks be required.

Deer and turkey may remain in the area and may be problematic to residents. The area is rurally
developed but a few large tracts of timber in the area still provide habitat. Moose, elk, black bear
and mountain lion may occasionally pass through. The Department will not be responsible for
losses of domestic animals (dogs, cats, livestock), ornamental plants, or private property.

As the amount of suburban development in the area continues to grow, we have seen an increase
in the number of deer and elk caught in fencing. Wrought-iron fences have proven particularly
hazardous to deer in suburban areas, with adults impaled on fence spikes and fawns trapped
between bars. This can be disturbing to residents, may damage property, and creates an undue



burden on IDFG staff resources. If perimeter fencing cannot be avoided, we recommend
wildlife-friendly fencing (such as post and rail) that allows animals to move through unrestricted.
Woven wire and chain link fencing result in entanglement and injury to deer and elk. Exclusion
fencing (e.g., chain link with slats, wood slat) is recommended for smaller areas such as gardens
or pet runs. Wildlife friendly fencing guides are available online.

IDFG recommends that all BMPs for erosion and sedimentation be adhered to, and that a suitable
stormwater plan be implemented.

The following are general wildlife considerations for residential development:
1) Avoid storing residential garbage outside, bear-proof dumpsters should be used, and
an adequate garbage collection system should be designed and implemented.

2 Due to several recent incidences of big game mortality due to the ingestion of yew, Idaho
Fish and Game strongly discourages the planting of any toxic yew species in the
proposed subdivision. Four types of yew or their hybrids are commonly found in
residential and commercial landscapes across the west. Japanese yew is the most
common type planted in Idaho. All four are toxic to a variety of animals including
domestic livestock, horses, wild ungulates (deer and elk), dogs, cats and humans:

e Japanese yew (Taxus cuspidate)—native to Japan and neighboring regions; many
varieties are widely planted in the US; a shrub or small tree, with some varieties
reaching 40 feet tall.

e English yew or European yew (Taxus baccata)—native to Eurasia; many varieties
are widely planted in the US; a shrub or small tree, with some varieties reaching 50
feet tall.

e Chinese yew (Taxus chinensis, T. sumatrana, T. celebica)—native to Asia; a few
varieties of these three species are sometime planted in the US; a shrub or small tree.

e Canadian yew, Northern yew (Taxus canadensis)—native to eastern North
America; a few varieties are planted in the US; a low-growing shrub to 5 feet tall.

3) Residents should be informed on how to avoid attracting bears, raccoons, and skunks. For
instance, cleaning barbecue grills frequently, to avoid leaving pet food outside, not
distributing bird feed on the ground, and protecting compost piles and fruit trees.

4) Purposely feeding wild animals creates an unnatural situation and may cause local
population increases, which may create an unwanted nuisance for neighboring residents
and eventually, the resident that is providing the food. An increase in the local deer
population creates a hazard for motorists and animals. Many animals are hit by cars when
moving from one feeding area to another. Additionally, when being chased by dogs, deer
can become tangled in garden fences, run through picture windows, or dart into
oncoming traffic. Also, concentrating large numbers of animals in a small arca can
facilitate local disease outbreaks and/or attract predators such as mountain lions.

5) DO NOT FEED BEARS. Bears that obtain human food, garbage or pet foods lose their
natural fear of humans and can become dangerous. Bears that are habituated to these
unnatural food sources can damage vehicles, tear into tents, cabins, or barns, or



6)

aggressively approach people looking for food. Bears that continue to seek human food
may require trapping and euthanization. Bears displaying dangerous behavior toward
people will require euthanization. This is an undesirable situation, as it is labor intensive
and an unnecessary waste of wildlife.

Bird seed or corn distributed on the ground may attract wild turkeys, waterfowl, and
bears. This unnatural situation often increases the local waterfowl and turkey population,
which frequently causes damage to private property and leads to human/wildlife
conflicts. IDFG will not be responsible for property damage caused by waterfowl or wild
turkeys, nor will the Department trap and remove birds that have become accustomed to
being fed by residents. Bird feeders should be routinely cleaned to prevent the spread of
disease.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,
Mok Aot (RO) for D

Carson Watkins
Panhandle Regional Supervisor
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